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The  Persians  used  to  send  their  chil- 
dren from  home  until  they  were  grown 
up,  that  they  might  not  spoil  them  by 
improper  indulgence ;  but  the  Christian 
parent  is  commanded  to  teach  his  chil- 
dren to  remember  then*  Creator  in  the 
days  of  their  youth ;  and  children  who 
are  thus  taught,  should  obey  their  parents 
,'n  all  things. 


The  ostrich  is  often  hunted  for  its 
feathers,  and  runs  so  »tvift  that  a  man 
on  horseback  cannot  always  overtake 
it :  but  it  i<  »o  silly,  that  if  it  see.  a  littl.- 
huh,  H  will  hide  Hs  head  in  it.  and  sup- 
|mees  that  Mobodf  eaji  we  h.  How  oftm 
little  »x>y.  and  girts  do  something  naugli 
ty,  and  forget  that  God  see*  (bem  at  al! 
\lrne*,  by  night  and  by  day. 


TRAVELLERS 
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In  Egypt  there  are  some  people  who 
have  found  a  method  to  tame  serpents, 
and  make  them  do  as  they  direct.  This 
reminds  me  of  what  St.  James  says — 
•'  Every  kind  of  beasts,  and  of  birds, 
and  of  serpents,  is  tamed  and  hath  been 
tamed  of  mankind,  but  the  tongue  can 
no  man  tame,  it  is  an  unruly  evil."  Try 
earnestly  to  keep  under  this  unruly  mem- 
ber, for  it  leads  to  all  sorts  of  mischief. 


In  Ike  Sooth  Sea*  there  are  said  to  b« 
large  UaiMk  which  are  all  made  of  corn) 
and  coral  b  made  by  insects  »•• 
(hat  (hey  cannot  be  seen  without  ft  glass. 
This  shows  us  that  a  great  many  small 
things  will,  after  a  time,  make  a  very 
Urge  one.  Remember  that  a  gre. 

mlts  are  quite  as  bad  as  one  gntot 
«.rw.  MM. I  ih.it   linlo  momenta  m 
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I  have  heard  of  a  plant  that  folds  up 
its  leaves  as  soon  as  any  body  touches  it 
roughly,  as  if  it  was  frightened.  Your 
little  brothers  and  sisters  like  to  be  spo- 
ken to  kindly — they  will  soon  be  afraid 
of  you,  if  you  speak  sharp  and  cross. 
We  ought  always  to  be  gentle  and  kind. 
Christ  \vas  so,  and  he  will  make  you  the 
same,  if  you  love  him,  and  pray  to  him. 


The  great  silver  mines  of  Poto*i  were 
discovered  by  a  boy  who  was  patting 
over  a  mountain,  and,  looking  carr fully 
about  him,  picked  up  a  piece  of 
Many  others  had  gone  that  way  before, 
bat  bad  found  nothing,  because  they  had 
not  looked  carefully.  A  grrat  m;. 
sons  read  the  Bible,  but  they  do  H  care- 
lessly, and  do  not  dbcover  the  treasure 
•t  c<.  .tains.  •'  Search  the  Scriptures," 
for  in  them  are  the  words  of  ••  eternal 
life." 
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Among  heathen  nations,  in  some  parts 
of  the  world,  they  sometimes  take  chil- 
dren, as  soon  as  they  are  born,  and  put 
them  into  a  basket,  and  throw  them  into 
a  river,  for  a  sacrifice  to  one  of  their 
idols.  Are  you  not  thankful  that  God 
was  pleased  to  suffer  you  to  be  born  in 
a  Christian  land,  where  such  things  do 
not  take  olacp? 


A  traveller,  who  bad  been  through  a 
great  many  countries,  arrived  at  last  at 
a  certain  place  in  Asia;  and  here,  say.* 

thought  struck  me  tlmt  I 
the  country  where  my  Lord  an«l 
was  pleased  to  af  >|  <  <  came 

•  .-•!,  to  save  us  from 
r'rri,B|  misery. 
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In  the  island  of  Sumatra  there  grow; 
a  very  large  tree,  and  its  boughs  bend 
down  to  the  earth,  where  they  take  root 
again,  so  that  a  great  many  trees  grow 
out  of  one ;  but  this  large  tree  produces 
only  a  very  small  berry.  Children  can- 
not do  great  things,  but  still  they  may 
try  to  live  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  al- 
though they  are  little,  they  will  not  be 
forgotten  by  him. 


In  some  countries  there  are  a  great 
many  wild  asses,  and  thr>  ]*nple  try  to 
catch  them,  and  tame  tlirm.  hut  it  in 
\ery  hard  to  do  so.  I  think  I  havo 
heard  of  little  boys  who  were  like  thrm 
and  perhaps  joti  remember  that  Job 
•poke  of  man  being  "  born  like  a  wild 
ass'a  colt."  It  is  only  divine  grace  can 
tan*  him 
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In  some  hot  countries,  where  water  is 
very  scarce,  there  is  a  plant  from  which 
travellers  find  a  supply,  as  when  a  branch 
is  cut,  water  flows  from  it ;  but  this  plant 
is  not  common.  I  have  sometimes  known 
boys  and  girls  who  were  good  children, 
though  they  lived  among  wicked  and 
naughty  companions ;  but  it  is  not  often 
the  case,  and  it  is  only  by  the  power  of 
divine  grace  that  they  are  thus  kept  from 
cvhat  is  evil. 
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In  India  there  is  a  tree  which  is  very 
useful  todetd :  from  the  body  they  make 
a  boat,  from  the  boughs  nnd  top  id 
make  a  mad  and  paddles;  the  leavrs 
are  very  large,  and  when  joined  toge- 
ther, make  a  Mil;  from  the  barl 
make  ropes  and  a  cable ;  »• 
bos*  to  (fobbed,  they  can] 
board  for  provision.— One  perv 
often  be  useful  in  a  great  many  way*. 
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At  Ceylon,  in  the  East  Indies,  they 
find  pearls  in  the  shell  of  a  sort  of  oys- 
ter. Men  go  down  into  the  sea  and  bring 
up  these  shells,  and  some  of  them  can 
stay  under  water  five  minutes  without 
being  drowned.  The  Bible  tells  us  about 
something  very  valuable  which  is  called 
t;  The  pearl  of  great  price."  Do  you  not 
know  what  it  means?  Read  Ihe  13th  of 
St.  Matthew. 


47] 


There  U  a  very  carious  flower ;  I  for- 
get its  name ;  bat  if  an  insect  settles  upon 
U,  the  flower  closet  together,  and  it  can 
not  get  away  unless  the  flower  is  opened 
by  somebody.  It  pots  me  in  mind  of  tin- 
ful  pleasures,  which  appear  very  tempt 
ing,  and  young  persons  think  they  na> 
just  try  them  a  little;  but  when  they 
har«  enof  done  so,  they  are  so  entangled 
that  they  cannot  escape,  unless  t. 
divirit-  grace. 


4  cent. 


